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ATTENTION ALL MARINES!!!

Our December Detachment meeting will be held at
1930, Thursday, 18 December 2008 at the Sons of Italy
Building, 111 120 Street, Renovo, Pa. Plan to attend.
Please mark your calendar now!!!

Check out our WEB Page on the Internet at:
http://www .kenet.org/~dmiller2/

“The first Pennsylvania Detachment on the Internet”

Also, check out Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania’s
Web page at:
http://www.pamcleague.org
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT

If you know of a member or the family of a member who
is in distress, sick in the hospital, or bereaved by the
death of a family member please contact the
Detachment’s Chaplain, Art Kramer at 923-1888, and

if he is not available, one of the Detachment officers
with the appropriate details.

PAYMASTER’S REPORT

A summary of the Detachment’s financial status as of
the end of November 2008 is attached for information.
The detailed report for each of our financial accounts is
always available for your inspection at every monthly
meeting.

EDITORS NOTES

For the past couple of weeks and up until December 23™
all of the Detachment’s energy has been and will be
directed towards the Marine Corps 2008 Toys for Tots
program. Francis Van Kirk and Dan Hills have
distributed TFT boxes throughout the greater Lock
Haven area and Joe Eggler has made a similar
distribution in the greater Renovo area. The Detachment
is gearing up to make this 2008 Christmas a joyful one
to all of those less fortunate youngsters in Clinton
County. This year the Detachment has been blessed
with some very generous financial contribution made by
both organizations and individuals in the area that shall
contribute significantly to a successful 2008 campaign.

And again this year “Toys are Us” provided us with a
very generous contribution of toys. On Sunday, 16
November, six members and three family members
showed up at the “Toys are Us” in Lycoming Mall at
0800 to fill shopping carts, check them out at the cashier
and then do it again. As someone aptly said, “It’s fun to
go shopping when someone else is picking up the bill”.
Members involved were Joe Eggler; Paul Guizar; Amy
Snyder; John Snyder; John Tarantella, Sr. and your
editor. Family members helping were Kayleigh, Gale
Snyder; and Eloise Miller.

I do not believe that anyone can fully realize the amount
of work involved in carrying out the Detachment’s Toys
for Tots program unless they have participated directly
in the program. For example, on Sunday, 14 December
five members, one wife, one mother and one daughter
worked very hard sorting through boxes and more boxes


http://www.kcnet.org/~dmiller2/
http://www.pamcleague.org/

of toys separating them according to age groups and
gender — a very laborious but a necessary task.. Our
thanks go out to Art Probst and his wife Donna; to the
Detachment’s Toys for Tots Coordinator, Amy Snyder,
her daughter Kayleigh and her mother Gale Snyder.

Francis Van Kirk, Dan Hills and Joe Eggler will be
busy during the week beginning 15 December gathering
up all remaining boxes located throughout Clinton
County. Francis will be distributing a portion of these
toys in the Beech Creek and Loganton areas. The
Renovo and Lock Haven distribution with carried out
later in the week.

Our Toys for Tots distribution schedule is as follows:
All toys will be picked up as of Friday, 19 December
and turned over to the appropriate distribution agency In
Lock Haven we are using the services of the Salvation
Army who will make distribution on 22/23 December to
the children of the Lock Haven area. In Avis we are
using the services of the Love Center for distribution to
the children of the Avis area. In the Renovo area, the
Detachment itself will carry out the program at the
Chapman Township Fire Hall with the sorting on
Saturday, 20 December starting at 5:00pm. Distribution
will be conducted the following day, Sunday, 21 Dec
between the hours of 1:00pm and 3:00pm.

The Detachment is asking for as much assistance as
possible on Saturday to assist in the sorting of toys. We
can not have too many helpers. Please show up if you
possibly can. There is a lot of work to be done. Ask
anyone who has done it before.

As was mentioned in our last newsletter, the Detachment
recently purchased two types of shirts for membership
wear. We now have a green T-shirt with a large printed
Marine Corps emblem and detachment name spelled out
across the front. This shirt can be worn by our work
details. They were worn by the workers in our food
booth at the FFF in October. The Detachment has
provided these to the members at no cost to them. We
also have a very attractive red knit shirt with collar. This
shirt also has the Marine Corps emblem and detachment
name embroidered on the left front of the shirt — right
over the heart. We are hoping that the membership
when not wearing their league casual uniform will wear
these shirts to our detachment meetings. By doing this
we would present good looking informal appearance.
Everyone at the meeting would be in the uniform of the
day — the red knit shirt and red cap. These shirts, at the
option of the member, can be purchased at a cost of
about $15.00 each.

BELLEAU WOOD, FRANCE

Summer 1918. A scorching heat wave. Marines
scrambling up a steep hill towards their foe.
Breathless, on all fours from their exertion, foam
flowing out of the sides of their gas masks,
bloodshot eyes piercing the souls of the enemy.
Marines killing everything in their path. The
Germans, petrified by their very sight, did the only
thing left to do.

“Teufelhunden, Teufelhunden,” they cried. They
were being attacked, literally, by "dogs from hell" —
Teufelhunden.” Their distorted forms seemed
other-human. Their trail of destruction unmatched.
And so goes the legend.

The story, according to sources, is unverified by
German records. And it is possible that there were
only a handful or even one German soldier that
spoke this line. An official German report,
however, classified the Marines as "vigorous, self-
confident, and remarkable marksmen ..."
Nevertheless, the story has been repeated over and
over ever since. And 90 years later, regardless of
differences in German spelling, United States
Marines are still proudly known as Devil Dogs.

Now firmly a part of Marine Corps lore, it gave rise
to our mascot, the veritable bull dog; been tattooed
on the arms of countless Marines for decades; and
has been regarded as a name of honor.

Another common story holds that the nickname was
adopted from the diary of a German soldier who
was killed in action. In it, he apparently referred to
Marines as "dogs of the devil" for their fighting
spirit and tenacity. In a May 18, 1918 letter home,
taken from the book “Dear Folks at Home,”
published just a year after the war in 1919, Marine
Corporal Willard P. Nelligan wrote his take on the
name: “ ... and when we went over after them and
got in close quarters with them, they threw down
their guns and ran, yelling, "They're Americans!"
and "Teufelhunden!" (devil dogs). That's what they
call the Marines down at Verdun. And according to
Nelligan’s letter here’s how the Marines got the
name.

“We had our patrols out every night in No Man's
Land down there, and kept pestering the life out of



them until they thought they would teach us a
lesson; so they sent a raiding party, two hundred
and fifty strong, to take our trenches and
incidentally to get some prisoners. But we cut them
to pieces, and instead of capturing any of us we
captured most of them. They figured it was no use
trying to capture any Marines, and they then
nicknamed us 'Teufelhunden." It must have spread
down the line, because when we went over the top
after them they started yelling, as I said before. So
when the word goes down the German line how we
smashed their best troops, I think they will consider
us a little better than just raw men with uniforms.”

Fact, fiction or a little of both, Marines, by and
large, hold the name “Devil Dog” with pride.

B Germans left
over 8,600
e S men on the
field of battle while Americans left over 1,800.
After the battle, the French renamed the woods,
"Bois de la Brigade de Marine" ("Wood of the
Marine Brigade") in honor of the Marines. The
French government also later awarded the 4th
Brigade the Croix de Guerre. Whether the Germans
gave Marines the nickname or not, it can be said
with confidence that the Marines fought with valor
and ferocity. The name Devil Dog is suitably
appropriate.
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banked fountain which has become ~ by a quirk of
history ~ a central symbol in the lore of the U.S.
Marine Corps.

The iconography of the fountain predates the arrival
of the Marines in 1918. The "bulldog" of the
fountain is, in fact, a bull mastiff, one of the hunting
dogs for which the Chateau of Belleau was famous.
It was to this same Chateau of Belleau which
Belleau Wood, Bois de Belleau, belonged by
tradition. The cold water which gushes from the
mastiff's mouth is the "beautiful water," belle eau,
for which the village itself was named.

When the Marines took Belleau Wood from the
Germans in June, 1918, they had just been dubbed
Teufelhunden by their opponents, a sobriquet which
the Leathernecks quite obviously adopted. Almost
at once, depictions of fierce helmeted hounds began
appearing on recruiting posters and even in the
letters like Corporal Nelligan’s. And so it was that
when the first Marines entered the shattered,
abandoned village of Belleau, begrimed by battle
and the unrelenting heat, they must have greeted the
sight of this venerable canine with particular
delight. For only in the wake of one of their fiercest
battles up to that time could they luxuriate in the
clear and cooling stream, slaking thirst and
swabbing their steaming necks. In the very act of
replenishment, in a ritualistic partaking of
restorative water bestowed by the beast, they
affirmed, as though with a warriors' toast of raised
aluminum cups and canteens, the newest and
hardest-won symbol of the Corps: Teufelhunden ~
Devil Dogs ~ Bulldogs of the Marne.

INTERNET TIPS AND TRAP:

Phishing emails are written to look like real business

o Tucked away at the
. convergence of the
D9 (the road to
Chateau-Thierry)
and the D139 lays
the ancient village

communications from familiar and reputable companies.
They typically instruct the receiver to take some sort of
action to avoid an undesired consequence — such as “Act
now or your eBay account will be closed!”. Usually the
emails contain links to malicious Web sites that look just
of Belleau, France, like the legitimate company’s site and ask for personal
just 54 miles from information, such as account, credit card, and social
Paris. security numbers. Email providers and browser
developers have been scrambling to incorporate
technologies to combat phishing attempts, but the
criminals keep evolving their tactics to stay just ahead of
the curve.

Within the heart of
this forever-historic
place, is a moss-




MONTHLY CASH DRAWING

Don’t forget about our monthly meeting cash
drawing! At the conclusion of each meeting a
member’s name is drawn from the hat and the
winner receives a cash prize. However to claim the
prize, the member must be in attendance. This sounds to
me like a darn good incentive to be at each meeting. The
prize is increased by ten dollars each month to a
maximum of one hundred dollars until some lucky
member can claim it. The winner of the September
drawing was Joe Eggler who was in attendance. Joe
won $80.00. There was no winner in October and we
did not have a drawing in November so the pot is now at
$20.00 for this month’s drawing.
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